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Old S. F. Drinks Mgdw Tl B Wiy Sulyn’,

A Master

By Ruth Teiser
and Catherine Harroun

NOVEMBER 8, 1849,
the barque Ann Smith
.arrived at San Francisco from
New Haven, carrying among
her 23 passengers young
Jerry Thomas, later famed as
Professor Jerry P. Thomas,
dean of 19th century Ameri-
can barkeeps.

It had been raining here
for days; there was a pene-
trating chill in the air and a
layer of mud over the streets
which drove the citizenry to
seek the warmth and com-
parative aridity of the hos-
pitable saloons. Jerry him-
self repaired to the El Dorado
on Portsmouth Square. Pick-
ing his way among the gambl-

Tom, Jer

birthplace of his “How to Mix

Drinks, or the Bon-Vivant’s
Companion,” published in the
first. of its many editions in
18862. It is the ancestor of all
bar manuals, and to this day
most are cribbed from it or
from others cribbed from it.

It remains a sound guide. pro-

vided you femper the sweet-
ening.

Should you go searching
for a copy, keep an eye open
also for another volume by
“Thomas titled, “The Portrait
Gallery of Distinguished Bar-
Keepers.” 1t is one of the lost
curiosities of American litera-
ture; no copy is now known
to exist. Published in 1863
and reviewed at length in

the Alta California, it con-
tained the reminiscences of
the most distinguished bar-
keeper of them all, the author

el pele LD geny @ &y;z%w
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arkeep

ing tables, he made for the
bar and, after due negotia-
tions, ook his place behind
it.

Therefore, it was no coin-
cidence that by New Year’s

it is owing to the influence
©of Tom and Jerry; if 2 pane
of glags is broken, it is still
poor Tom and Jerry
We de really think that ,

Eve, the Tom and Jerry was Tom‘ and Jerry should both
“in” in San Francisco, The be comprehendéd’ under
the ‘vagrant’ act.”

matter apparently came to
the attention of the editor of
the Alta California on New
Year’s Day, for the January
2 editicn of that daily news-
paper carried the following
musing:

“A certain compound,
the ingredients of which
are only known to those
deep in the mysteries of
the article, and who have
dealings with spirits, has
recently made its appear-
ance in our market. Red
placards bearing the caba-
listic letters T-O-M &
J-E-R-R-Y stares us in the °
face in almost every public
house. If a man is knocked
down in the streets, Tom *
and Jerry is said to be the  but the possibility exists that

" cause; if a man falls down, Thomas devised it on the-spot
il - to meet the exigencies of the
. wet and chilly winter of ’49.

The blue blazer is. how-
ever, by inexorable tradition,
a San Francisco invention.
Herbert Asbury—Thomas’

- -¢hief extoller—has it that a
: gnzzly mmer, in the city

Jerry Thomas’ Tom and
Jerry was much the same
drink as that which has been
dealt out to chilty San Fran-
ciscans and their compatriots
ever since, altheugh the for-
mula ‘he gave in his book,
“How to Mix Drinks,” calls
for a good deal more sugar
than contemporary palates
accept. While universally
acknowledged as the creator
of this drink, the professor
apparently thought it un-
dignified to stake his claim,
merely noting at the end of
the recipe that it was some-
times called the “Jerry
Thomas.” When and where
it was created are unknown,
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PROF. THOMAS MIXING THE BLUE BLAZER

after many months in the
diggings, stomped up to the
El Dorado bar and roared,
“Bar-keep! Fix me some hell-
fire thatll shake me right
down to my gizzard!”

Professor Thomas, not one
to be stampeded. suggested
that he return in an hour,
then repaired to the back
room to cogitate. The result,
as he described it in “How to
Mix Drinks”:

(Use twe large silver-
plated mugs, with handles.)

1 wine-glass of Scotch
whiskey.

1 wine-glass of boiling
water.

Put the whtskey and the
“boiling water in one mug. ig-

i nite the liquid with fwe and
-~ while blazing miz both ingre-
© dients by pouring them four

or five times from one mug
to the other, as represented
in the cut . . . Sweeten with
one teaspoonful of pulverized

.white suger, end serve in g

small bar tumbler, with a
piece of lemon peel.
The deftness with which

‘ele “Riptides”

the professor threw the flame
from cup to cup must have
impressed the grizzly miner
upon his return to the EIl
Dorado Accordmg to Asbury.

: 1862 Thus S:m Francxsco wa

bler” and drained it at or
gulp. Some time later, whe
he could speak, he whispere
admiringly, “He done i
Right down to my gizzar
Yes sir, right down to my gi
zard! Yes, sir, right down 1
my gizzard!”

The martini must also t
considered here. The liter
ture of the martini is lon
the controversy about its or
gin apparently never-endin. §
Asbury, however, believes
to have stemmed from a:
other creation of Jerr
Thomas’, the martinez An
Robert O’Brien, in a Chron
column of 1
years ago, stated his convic
tion that the martinez wa
specially conocted by Thoma
for a chilly traveller en rout
to that distant Carquine
Straits community. Thoma:
martinez cocktail does indee.
call for gin and vermouth. a
though more of the latte
than the former, and tw
dashes of maraschino in ac
dition to one of bitters.

The martinez was, O’Brie:
believed, concocted by th:
professer when he was hea:
bartender of the Occidenta
hotel hi 1860 an:

A HAPPY CROWD IN THE OLD EL DORADO
tain positivé proof that this

himself, covering his peripa-
city was indeed the true

tetic career—and his experi-

birthplace of both the Tom
.and Jerry and the martini.

ence in San Francisco. Should
a copy turn up, it could con-
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